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offence would bring upon him social ostracism.
There are numerous offences against social custom
which are punished in like manner. A man must
not appear shabbily dressed, or in a state of intoxi-
cation, or set a bad example. Offences like these
disappoint expectation and create in others irritation
and resentment. The ordinary rules of etiquette
and fashion obtaining in social circles have a similar
foundation and sanction. Social customs like these
are often spoken of depreciatingly as merely con-
ventional, or capricious, or whimsical. They do
indeed differ greatly in importance from those of
which the law takes notice, and very different degrees
of culpability are attached to the violation of them.
Such obligations, however, are, in their nature, the
same as those of the law, the difference being in the
rigour with which they are enforced. Where vio-
lations of custom are calculated to excite such irri-
tation and displeasure as to provoke violence and
perhaps bloodshed they are destructive of society,
and the repression of them becomes necessary to
social existence. Society must apply to this repres-
sion its most effective compulsory force, and this in
civilised States is furnished by organised and regular
law; but those offences which simply impair the
comfort and pleasure of society are left to be re-
pressed by the spontaneous action of social opinion
operating in the ways I have indicated. The func-
tions also of this social discipline are the same with
those of the law, namely, to secure to every one the
free permission to do all he wishes to do without
encroaching upon the like liberty in others* Conduct